Dennis Township Environmental Commission Meeting Minutes Feb. 3, 2026

Present at the Zoom meeting were: Bob Penrose (Chairman), Justin Turner (Vice-Chairman),
Ray Rebmann, Brad Rosenthal. Members Sue Slotterback, Lia Salimbene, and Jim Herlihy were
absent. Ralph Cooper from Upper Township also attended.

January reorganization meeting minutes were approved.

The commission approved the township signing up for a year with ANJEC.

Mr. Penrose spoke briefly about a letter received from Urban Engineers regarding East Creek
Mill Road (CR 670) in the Eldora area. The letter informs that an application has been made to
NJDEP regarding a Wetlands Disturbance Permit. The correspondence included a Pinelands
Area Attachment and Fresh water Wetlands notifications to neighbors.

Land Use Board activity has been slow. One application, Amy Havens from Dennisville remains
unresolved and has not been rescheduled for the board as of this date. The property is the
pink'house in the historical district. Applicant seeks use and hardship variances and wants to
relocate a structure from Ocean City. In addition, Havens wants to build a 370 square foot
storage shed. The application had been before the board previously but was postponed
because applicant needed more information.

Another application, Stafford Storage on Route 9 (next to Slack Tide Brewery) was granted
permission for a major subdivision to create 4 new lots on the property for the purpose of
expanding the existing storage facility.

Were becoming the storage area for the island communities,"Mr. Penrose noted in reference

to considerable recent activity of this type in the township, particularly along Routes 9 and 550
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In addition to 25 new storage units, plans call for building a 102 x 317 climate controlled
storage facility.

Mr. Turner asked if any variances were required for the project and was informed that major
subdivision, use and bulk variances were granted.

In other business, Mr. Turner elaborated on several ideas hed developed for use of the
remainder of the ANJEC grant awarded to the township for use in environment-related projects
The first idea centers around a community activity event during which attendees will work in a
specific area to help identify and possibly eliminate an invasive species. Such a project would be
educational: learning to identify and act upon invasive species as well as beneficial to native
species. The grant would be used to purchase educational materials and work supplies.

Mr. Turners second idea concerned public space water banks and problems with erosion of
same. He described a concept called line stake restoration which basically involves planting tree
seedlings along affected banks to help soil retention and riparian restoration. Not only does the
work stabilize banks but volunteers are made aware of the importance of planting trees

Mr. Rebmann noted that hed the seen the concept utilized a lot in upstate Pennsylvania. He

also suggested that the Watershed Ambassador would be a good resource contact if such a
project is implemented.

Mr. Turners third idea would involve the local school. He called it a BioBlitz"’and would utilize

an app called INaturalist. The basic idea is that participants can take photos of subject plants or
animals. They would then upload them into the program for identification and the build a
species data base for the township. According to Mr. Turner, once a certain number of users
confirm the accuracy of the entry it is officially listed in the INaturalist data base.

Mr. Cooper, from the Upper Township Green Team indicated that he has the contact
information for Lauren Heraux, the Watershed Ambassador.

Other ideas for using the grant money involved purchasing materials for the commission to give
away at different events such as National Night Out. Mr. Rebmann suggested adding to the
dwindling supply of Dennis Township reusable bags while Mr. Penrose suggested fly swatters
with the DTEC name.

During public comment, Mr. Cooper informed the commission of a number of upcoming events.
On Saturday, February 14 Ocean City Environmental Commission is hosting a Family Fun Day at
Ocean City High School.
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On February 24 there will be a Green Drinks event at Somers Point Brewery. Mr. Cooper
indicated that hed like to arrange a similar future event at Slack Tide in Clermont.



He also informed the commission that Camden County is now part of the Atlantic Cape Soil
Conservation District. He noted that attendance was sparse at a recent meeting. However, of
potential interest locally, one aspect of the districts activities involves forest preservation
(private property) and the district has several foresters involved for consultation with
interested parties. Mr. Rebmann indicated hed look into that program and report at a future
meeting.

The commission is seeking Dennis Township residents interested in volunteering to be alternate
board members as there are two openings. Contact the township if interested.

There being no other business, Mr. Penrose adjourned the meeting.
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